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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The phrase “Founding Documents” refers to a
group of documents that were essential to the
formation of the United States in the late eight-
eenth century. The core of the Founding Docu-
ments, what the National Archives refers to as
“Charters of Freedom,” consists of the Declara-
tion of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of
Rights. These three documents, however, were
not created spontancously and fully-formed, but
evolved through negotiations and debate on the
part of colonial leaders.

So, what did the Founding Documents actually
“found”? In other words, why are they so signif-
icant? Obviously, they established the inde-
pendence of a new nation from its British colo-
nial rulers, in direct reaction to a series of un-
popular British policies. The Founding Docu-
ments established what form the new govern-
ment would take and what its powers would be.
The equality of (white) men regardless of land-
ownership, checks and balances among three
branches of government, and freedom of speech
were enshrined in American history through
these documents. This experiment in self-
government would serve as an example and in-
spiration to nations around the world interested

in building democracies.

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES—MTSU

Primary Source Set & Links Guide:

Founding Documents

Tur, REPEAL

Or toz: FeveRAL 0F M1ss daue -STLur.

The repeal, or the funeral of Miss Ame=Stamp [1766 or later]

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS

The founding documents are must-reads for many classrooms.

Their length, vocabulary, and complexity of thought, however,

make them difficult for many students to grasp. In this case, a

good approach is to break the text down into small chunks of

about 4-5 lines and have students concentrate on their chunks in

small groups. Older students can use the analysis tools for print-

ed texts and manuscripts as a way to think critically about the

documents. See our February 2014 newsletter for more ideas!

ADDITIONAL LINKS

February 2014 TPS-MTSU newsletter: Founding Documents

Primarv Documents in American History: The American Revolu- .

tion and the New Nation, 1763-1815

The American Founders Online: An Annotated Guide to Their

Papers and Publications

The Charters of Freedom (from the National Archives)

Documents from the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Conven-

tion, 1774-1789

“Preparing for Revolution” (lesson plan from TPS-MTSU)

Presidential papers:

George Washington Papers

Thomas Jefferson Papers

James Madison Papers

Adams Family Papers (from the Massachusetts

Historical Society)
Benjamin Franklin’s Papers (from Yale) and Autobi-
ography



https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43555927
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/NewNation.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/NewNation.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/founders/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/founders/
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/index.html
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43437483
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/15700/15709v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/item/2006678564/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gwhtml/gwhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/jefferson_papers/
http://www.loc.gov/collections/james-madison-papers/about-this-collection/
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/
https://franklinpapers.yale.edu/
https://archive.org/details/autobiographybe00frangoog
https://archive.org/details/autobiographybe00frangoog
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Books_and_Other_Printed_Texts.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Books_and_Other_Printed_Texts.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Manuscripts.pdf
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43555927
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

PATRICK HENRY

Patrick Henry, “Give Me Liberty or Give Me
Death” speech, March 23, 1775 [The Avalon

Project]

Give me liberty, or give me death!: Patrick

Henry's speech in the Virginia Convention of

1775 [sound recording]

Patrick Henry Was Born [America’s Story]

"Give me liberty, or give me death!" Patrick Henry

delivering his great speech on the rights of the colo-

nies, before the Virginia Assembly, convened at Rich-
mond, March 23rd 1775, concluding with the above

sentiment, which became the war crv of the revolu-
“GIVE ME LIBERTY. OR GIVE ME DEATH (" .
PR TR , Ribtie-of il Caloriias, s (s VM N(E eSRRLTN tion. [1876]

THOMAS PAINE ABIGAIL ADAMS

The American Crisis [1776], page 1 . - R ot Full text of “Remember the ladies...”
letter, March 31, 1776 (from PBS)

More Thomas Paine writi G
ore—homas taine wriings COMMON @Nﬁ 5 b More letters from Abigail to John Ad-

“Thomas Paine and Common Sense” 2 R 2

lesson idea from February 2014 J:N HA B ITAN T s
TPS-MTSU newsletter (top of p. peA R
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Thomas Paine / Romney pinxt. : Common sense; addressed to the in-

Equal Franchise Society Legislative Series;

. . . extract from a letter from Abigail Adams to
interesting subjects [1776] her husband John Adams [n.d.|

Sharp sc. [1794] habitants of America, on the following



http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/24300/24327v.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011648613/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011648613/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a10000/3a13000/3a13000/3a13073r.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a13073/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a13073/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3a13073/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2005694599/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/founders/#paine
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43555927
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001700209/
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/patrick.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/patrick.asp
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/3057
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/3057
http://www.loc.gov/jukebox/recordings/detail/id/3057
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/colonial/jb_colonial_henry_1.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b50000/3b50000/3b50300/3b50326r.jpg
https://cdn.loc.gov/master/rbc/rbcmil/scrp7010201/001.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/item/rbcmiller002888
http://www.loc.gov/item/rbcmiller002888
http://www.loc.gov/item/rbcmiller002888
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/adams/filmmore/ps_ladies.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/adams/filmmore/ps_ladies.html
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Thomas Jefferson. Rough Draft of the Declaration of Independence, June—July
1776 [1776, detail]

ol IN CONGR SS JULY4, 1776
A e C 1.

ARATION

T By THBREPRESEIJTATIVES OF THE :
A UNITED STATES OF- AMERIGA;
¢ : In GENERAL CON‘G‘kEss ASSEMBLED.

ith asother, and to -Mc'!-
;-....e.a-u-w. " decent Relpedt t0

w.mu'r‘:--um:_u- Mll)l::-—l? are endowed reatr with cert
Mpmu- mo-t-nl-i- Gm—ln%ﬂﬁ “hefe
TR oo i i e mm‘m"‘“&ﬂmﬁw o srpasisy,

uly 4, 1776 [1776,

SR g
[

Declaration of Independence, Philadelphia: John Dunla

detail]

Congress voting the Declaration of Independence [between 1776 and 1817]; see

also description.

Other versions of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence:

Fragment of the earliest known draft

of the Declaration of Independence,

written by Thomas Jefferson in June

1776 (1st page, 2nd page, and click

here for transcription)

[First printed edition that shows the

names of all the signers] In Congress,
uly 4, 1776. The unanimous declara-

tion of the thirteen United States of
*Click PDF to read tran-

America.

scription.

[First printed copy of final version]

from Statutes at Large, 1845-

Related links:

Primaryv Documents in American His-

tory: Declaration of Independence
(Web Guide)

The Declaration of Independence:

Rewriting the Rough Draft (blog post)

“The Declaration of Independence:
Created Equal?” (lesson plan)
“The Declaration of Independence:

From Rough Draft to Proclama-

tion” (lesson plan)

The Declaration of Independence
(America’s Story)

Creating the Declaration of Independ-

ence from Creating the United States
(exhibition)

«

Fanning the Flames of Patriotism”

from “To Form a More Perfect Un-

ion” (essay)

Declaring Independence: Drafting the Doc-

uments (exhibition)



http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/DeclarationofIndependence/BattleJoined/Assets/us0036_1_725.Jpeg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html#obj2
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html#obj2
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html#obj2
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html#obj2
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/images/frag1.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/images/frag2.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/frag.html
http://www.loc.gov/item/90898037/
http://www.loc.gov/item/90898037/
http://www.loc.gov/item/90898037/
http://www.loc.gov/item/90898037/
http://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/bdsdcc/02101/02101.pdf
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=001/llsl001.db&recNum=124
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/DeclarInd.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/DeclarInd.html
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2012/06/online-activity-rewriting-the-rough-draft-of-the-declaration-of-independence/#:~:text=The%20Declaration%20of%20Independence%3A%20Rewriting%20the%20Rough%20Draft%2C%20an%20online,close%20reading%20and%20analysis%20skil
https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2012/06/online-activity-rewriting-the-rough-draft-of-the-declaration-of-independence/#:~:text=The%20Declaration%20of%20Independence%3A%20Rewriting%20the%20Rough%20Draft%2C%20an%20online,close%20reading%20and%20analysis%20skil
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/equal/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/equal/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/declaration/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/declaration/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/declaration/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/jefferson/aa_jefferson_declar_1.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/creating-the-declaration-of-independence.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/creating-the-declaration-of-independence.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/flames.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/battle-joined.html#obj19
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/battle-joined.html#obj19
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/battle-joined.html#obj21
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a09000/3a09300/3a09363r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/item/2008678323/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/declara4.html#obj7
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/DeclarationofIndependence/BattleJoined/Assets/us0034tt_1_725.Jpeg

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION
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Articles of confederation and perpetual union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bav, Rhode Island, and

Providence plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,

South [1777; click here for transcription of all four pages]

See also:

“The Articles of Confederation: The First Constitution of the United States” (blog entry)

“The Articles of Confederation” (lesson idea from TPS-MTSU Founding Documents newsletter, bottom of p. 3)

Articles of Confederation (from the World Digital Library)

‘Identitying Defects in the Confederation” from To Form a More Perfect Union (essay)

THE CONSTITUTION

Constitution of the United States (from the World Digital Library)

Primarv Documents in American History: United States Constitution

(Web Guide)

Constitution (Primary Source Set from Teachers Page)

Creating the United States Constitution from Creating the United States
(exhibition)

“The Constitution: Counter Revolution or National Salva-

tion?” (lesson plan)

“The Constitution: Drafting a More Perfect Union” (lesson plan)

A

“The U.S. Constitution: Continuity and Change in the Governing of
the United States” (lesson plan)

“Creating the Constitution” from To Form a More Perfect Union (essay)

U.S. Constitution, September 17, 1787 (Today in History)

South elevation - Independence Hall Complex, Independence Hall, 500

Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, PA [1959]



https://cdn.loc.gov/master/rbc/bdsdcc/06701/0001.jpg
https://cdn.loc.gov/master/rbc/bdsdcc/06701/0001.jpg
https://cdn.loc.gov/master/rbc/bdsdcc/06701/0001.jpg/
https://cdn.loc.gov/master/rbc/bdsdcc/06701/0001.jpg/
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe17/rbpe178/17802600/17802600.pdf
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe17/rbpe178/17802600/17802600.pdf
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe17/rbpe178/17802600/17802600.pdf
https://cdn.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbpe/rbpe17/rbpe178/17802600/17802600.pdf
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2011/09/the-articles-of-confederation-the-first-constitution-of-the-united-states/
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43555927
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/2717/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/defects.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/habshaer/pa/pa0900/pa0939/color/368272cv.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa0939.color.368272c/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa0939.color.368272c/
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/2708/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/Constitution.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/constitution/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/creating-the-united-states-constitution.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/constitution/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/constitution/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/more-perfect-union/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/continuity-change/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/continuity-change/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/constit.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/sep17.html

REACTIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Federalist Papers
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The Federalist Papers from Congress.gov - links to original text

transcriptions of all eighty-ﬁve sections

“The Federalist” lesson idea from February 2014 TPS-MTSU
newsletter (top of p. 3)

The Founding Fathers Unite video on the Federalist Papers (2

min 51 sec) from Hidden Treasures (Library of Congress & the
History Channel)

The Federalist Papers, October 27, 1787 (Today in History)
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George Washington's first inaugural address, 30 April 1789.

Primary Documents in American History: George Washing-
ton’s First Inaugural Address

More pages and partial transcription available at the Creating
the United States exhibition.

George Washington’s Farewell Address [1796]

Mercy Otis Warren:

Observations on the New Constitution, and on the Federal and State Conven-

tions, by a Columbian Patriot. Boston, 1788. [selected pages]

History of the Rise. Progress and Termination of the American Revolution

[1805; selected pages; click here for limited transcription]

Selected poems

A

HISTORY.COM

The Founding Fathers Unite

T T T o R e o A
g On the ercétion of the Eleventh PILL AR of the gr(al Ne- 3
m-;IDOME.wbg&mnglﬁav4b o /dmuu 1 OUR DIAR COUNTE Y.

| Socnver. the sl il
COLUMBIA'S beali—szd
Here foalh the ‘Phariow T
MRS et el e £,
: g o e o
wiehd, teach WIEDOM ¢ h&—
. RELIGION hee bt bir B sbode, - -
widdifiy The it parent ¢ £
?;t%a asd LAW, A'-! cotieds PEACE malntais,
AT R R

The Federal Edifice. Massachusetts Centmel \ Augus
2, 1788. Woodcut. Serial and Government Publi-

cations Division Library of Congress (70.00.00)
[1788; detail]

Mercy Otis Warren]. Observations on the

New Constitution, and on the Federal and State

Conventions, by a Columbian Patriot. Boston

1788. Rare Book and Special Collections

Division, Library of Congress (069.00.00)
[1788; detail]



http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/thomas-jeffersons-library/interactives/history-of-the-american-revolution/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/thomas-jeffersons-library/interactives/history-of-the-american-revolution/
http://www.poemhunter.com/mercy-warren/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/BillofRights/ForgingaFederalGovernment/Assets/us0069_enlarge_725.Jpeg
https://www.congress.gov/resources/display/content/The+Federalist+Papers
https://library.mtsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=43555927
http://www.loc.gov/item/myloc5
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/oct27.html
http://www.loc.gov/item/myloc5
https://www.loc.gov/item/myloc5
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj0
http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mcc/053/0001.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/mcc:@field(DOCID+@lit(mcc/053))
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/inaugural.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/inaugural.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj5
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/ext/transcription52.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/farewell.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/BillofRights/ForgingaFederalGovernment/Assets/us0070_enlarge_725.Jpeg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj1
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj1
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/forging-a-federal-government.html#obj1
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Madison’s Copy of the Proposed “Bill of Rights”: [Pro-
posed Articles of Amendment] New York: Thomas
Greenleaf [September 14, 1789] Rare Book & Special

Collections Division [detail]

Article 1

. ongress shall make no low respecting an estab.

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
eise thereol: or abridging the reedom of speech, or of
the press: ar the right of the people penceably to as-
semble. and 1o petition the Government for o redress
of grievances.

Article 11

well r'PI"ltll'l'IHI Militia. |:vrir||; necessary 1o the
security of a free State, the rght of the peaple
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed

A bill of rights as providcd in the ten original amend-
ments to the constitution of the United States in force

December 15, 1791. [n. p. 195-].

ALIEN AND SEDITION ACTS

June 18,1788, Cuar. LIV.—Jn Act supplemeniery fo and to amend the ety intituled An acl

T o o establisk an uniform rule of neluralization; and fo repeal the acl herelofore
passed on that subject.”

[Repealted.]

Act of April  Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senafe and House of Representatives
14,1802, ¢h.28, of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That no alien
“‘;nﬁghcn may Shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, or of any
become a citt. state, unless in the manner prescribed by the act, intituled “ An act to
zen, unless he establish an uniform rule of naturalization; and to repeal the act here-
f__'l‘::'edf}’:;;fmg:: tofore passed on that subject,” he shall have declared his intention to
tion to become Dbecome a citizen of the United States, five years, at least, before his
;u:l*:h,fw}:: years admission, and shall, at the time of his application to be admitted,
koot - declare and prove, to the satisfaction of the court having jurisdiction in

He shall de. the case, that he has resided within the United States fourteen years, at
clare and prove |east, and within the state or territory where, or for which such court is

fourteen years ¢ the time held, five years, at least, besides conforming to the other

Ante, p. 414

Statutes at Large, 5th Congress, 2nd Session
[Naturalization Act, 1798; see page 31 of the PDF]
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